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one for further experiment; and as it is now engaging the attention < chemists, we may look forward to the settlement of the question by tr. present generation. The time has perhaps come when a redeterminatio of the densities of the principal gases may be desirable—an undertakin for which I have made some preparations*.
If there is any truth in the views that I have been endeavouring 1 impress, our meetings in this section are amply justified. If the progres of science demands the comparison of evidence drawn from different source and fully appreciated only by minds of different order, what may we n< gain from the opportunities here given for public discussion, and, perhaj more valuable still, private interchange of opinion ? Let us endeavour, on and all, to turn them to the best account.
* [1899.    See Proc. Roy. Soc. XLIII. p. 356, 1888 ; L. p. 449, 1892; LIII. p. 134, 1893.]t would be an interesting, but too difficult and delicate a task, to enumerate and examine the various important questions which remain still undecided from the opposition of direct and indirect evidence. Merely as illustrations I will mention one or two in which I happen to have been interested. It has been sought to remedy the inconvenience caused by excessive reverberation of sound in cathedrals and other large unfurnished buildings by stretching wires overhead from one wall to another. In some cases no difference has been perceived, but in others it is thought that advantage has been gained. From a theoretical point of view it is difficult to believe that the wires could be of service. It is known that the vibrations of a wire do not communicate themselves in any appreciable degree directly to the air, but require the intervention of a sounding-board, from which we may infer that vibrations in the air would not readily communicate themselves to stretched wires. It seems more likely that the advantage supposed to have been gained in a few cases is imaginary than that the wires should really have played the part attributed to them.
